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SATAROT HAT-2

Chola Dynasty's Temple Economy

- Aadrika Shukla

One of south India's longest-ruling dynasties, the
Cholas, made significant contributions to Tamil Nadu's
economy and culture, with their temples playing a key
role.

The ninth century CE, the mighty Cholas built a formidable
empire in Thanjavur and its vicinity. They ruled for four and a half
centuries, achieving enormous success in all aspects of royal
endeavor including military conquest, effective administration and
cultural integration. During their reign, in the eleventh and twelfth
century, these rulers built three magnificent temple structures
which were later given the title of 'The Great Living Chola Temples'
and were also declared a UNESCO world heritage site.The temple's
daily, weekly, and yearly worship rituals, which date back over a
thousand years and are based on far older Agamic literature, are
still an inseparable part of the people's life. These three temple
complexes together form a unique ensemble, and through their
acclaimed architecture and art, embody a distinct period of the
Chola history and culture. These very temples, as well as other
temple constructions, served as massive socio-economic centers
that had a tremendous influence on the Chola economy.

In medieval South India, temples were erected as acts of
devotion, to celebrate great triumphs, to remember the dead, and,
most of all, to fulfill the wants of the people. A temple was a center
of study, art, and social activities in addition to being a religious
center. It needed to hire a lot of people to carry out its varied duties.
As an employer, it set a high standard in public life, as shown by
several inscriptions on various temples' walls. The temple
established suitable criteria for working in different roles and took
great care in the welfare of its employees by providing clothes,




food, and housing, as well as organizing proper education and
creating hospitals to care for the ill and crippled.

Apart from such administrative positions, the temple employed
many musicians, singers, gardeners, artisans, dancing girls as well
as other personnel that took care of the temple premises. Teachers
and scholars were also employed by the temples, which had schools
and colleges linked to it. Regular patrols to keep an eye on the
temple's properties were also a part of their jobs.

The temple's daily, weekly, and yearly worship
rituals, which date back over a thousand years and are
based on far older Agamic literature, are still an
inseparable part of the people's life.

The number of employees at the temple varied depending on
the temple's prominence. Payments for temple work were mostly
in grains, with a fixed amount set before the work that sometimes
fluctuated depending on the crop growth. Some workers, such as
the chef, watchmen, and others were also given a daily ration of
rice, curries, ghee, and other foods. Lands given to the temple for
production of the aforementioned crops were managed by tenants
who also took the responsibility of distribution of these crops to
the employees. Additionally, the temple took great care to build
adequate accommodation for its servants, as evidenced by a number
of references in templescriptures.So, by means of employment,
the temples incorporated the people of the Chola dynasty into
everything that they stood for- academia, artwork and other social
and religious pursuits.

The temples played a key role in the sphere of irrigation for
agricultural expansions too. The epigraphs show that several villages
were given to temples as devadana. However, it appears that a lot
of these settlements lacked irrigation. In some situations, the
temples-built tanks and other irrigation infrastructure on their own
dime in order to increase agriculture inside their control region.
Though temples were affluent and contributed to irrigation and
reclamation projects to benefit the villages, they frequently




encouraged others to participate in these endeavors as well.
Individuals were given tax-free lands as an incentive.

Villages frequently had leaks in irrigation tanks, and as a result,
agriculturists left their cultivated areas fallow for lengthy periods
of time owing to a lack of cash. In such circumstances, temple
administrators frequently lent a helping hand to the residents by
selling temple-owned property to repair the village tanks' breaches.
Temples also actively participated in reclaiming forest or waste lands
too. Irrigational work to put the area under effective agriculture,
and leasing the fields to farmers, according to inscriptional evidence.
The excellent tenancy terms offered by the temples also drew
cultivators in. The growers reaped significant benefits from the
capital investment, which was mostly used for labor services in the
building of irrigation canals.

The number of employees at the temple varied
depending on the temple's prominence. Payments for
temple work were mostly in grains, with a fixed amount
set before the work that sometimes fluctuated depending
on the crop growth.

But what is it that enabled these temples to carry out such
huge functions the way they did? The Chola rulers were extremely
passionate about temple construction, seeing them as not just places
of worship but also economic hubs of their kingdoms. The temples'
economic prominence was due to the many grants it received.
Important events like the establishment of a dynasty, the crown
prince's coronation, or the royal military expedition either prompted
the construction of a new temple or brought improvements to
old ones. Local events were also remembered by special donations
to the temple, such as a king's visit to select villages, special
gatherings of the municipal assembly, or seasonal celebrations
in the area. Owing to these massive endowments, which were
usually in the form of land, gold, and money, the temples became
the richest institution in ancient civilization due to the massive
endowments.




Other than that, the temples were entitled to a number of
economic benefits as a result of their privileges. They were the first
to stake a claim to irrigation water, the cattle of the temple were
free to graze on certain lands, and in certain communities, the temple
was even given permission to accept the property of individuals
who died without sons, as well as property which was left unclaimed.
The large quantity of money equipped the medieval temples to
serve as banking institutions, which is also how they aided the
agrarian culture of the period. The donations that the medieval
temples received were of a philanthropic character, they were
mostly created with a specific purpose in mind. The temples had no
authority to utilize the funds for anything other than the donor's
intended purpose. As a result, the temples lend the money to the
society with interest. In most cases, the temple grants the loans on
the condition that the interest be paid to the temple in cash or that
certain objects be provided to the temple in exchange for the
interest. This interest helped the temples achieve their objective.

The Chola rulers were extremely passionate about
temple construction, seeing them as not just places of
worship but also economic hubs of their kingdoms.

Temples were a major social and economic force throughout
the Chola period. As we can see, they did not only service the
people's spiritual needs, but also played an essential role in their
daily lives. In many ways the temples used their upper hand to carry
out a multitude of beneficial development operations for society,
either directly or indirectly. Though the temples gave money to
assemblies and people at interest, their fiscal assistance to the
community was seen as particularly unique in terms of the society's
socio-economic aspects. To this date, these temples continue to
have a large impact on their socio-economic surroundings.
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MARMA, PANCHAXARMA & ACUPUNCTURE
CLINIC

Looking for relief from pain or discomfort?

We provide Ayurvedic Marma, Panchakarma & Acupuncture
services that focus on Bone, Joint and Nerves.
# Manage chronic pain

# Enhance your overall
mobility & function

@ www.ayurvedicremedies.org

. +91-860-1124-100

D 4/426, VIJAYANT KHAND
GOMTI NAGAR, LKO
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Akhil Bhartiya Sri Kanyakubja Pratinidhi Sabha, Lucknow

Form for lifemembership of Kanyakubj Sabha &/ or Kanyakubj Vaani magazine

Name of Member:

Age:

Gotra:
Father's/Husband's Name :
Address :

A

landline/Mobile No.:
Email :

6

T

8. Name of spouse / Father'sName :
9. Education:

10. Occupation (Post/Designation) :

Unmarried Children Name Age Education Job

1. Any other information :

Date : (Signature)
S A S
o P e
Reci Membershi
Received with thanks from ..

Rs.2200/-(two thousand two hundred only} from Shn!Ms
as membership fees for membership of Akhil Bharatiy Shrl Kanyakubj Pratmll:lht
Sabha and ‘Kanyakubj Vaani'.

Date Signature with Full Name

Contribution for life membership of Kanyakubja Vaani is Rs. 1100/,
Vishishta Member: Rs. 2000/- (A/c. No.77140100006054, IFSC Code-
BARBOVJHAZR, Bank of Baroda, Hazratganj Branch, Lucknow).
Form & cheque to be sent to Sri AK Tripathi, Haider Mirza Lane,
Golaganj, Lucknow.
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Meghdoot Plastic

FURNITURE
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